Austinburg Township

Zoning Commission Minutes
Annual Organizational Meeting

January 8, 2025

Members:

Laurie Robishaw, Chair Also Present:

David Gottwig, Vice-Chair Pete Haase, Trustee

Clare Polak John Kusar, Trustee

Shara Parkomaki (absent) Sarah Frank, Zoning Secretary

Teresa Gottwig, Alternate

Chair opened the meeting at 6:00pm. Chair requested roll call attendance:
Clare - Present Shara - Not Present Teresa - Present
Laurie - Present David - Present

Secretary reviewed Section 1321 stating “Commission shall keep minutes of its proceedings
showing the vote of each member upon each question, or if absent or failing to vote”.
Commission agreed to use roll call vote for every motion, including adjournment.

Laurie motioned to approve minutes of the December 4, 2024, meeting; Clare seconded. Roll
call attendance:

Laurie - Aye Shara - Not Present leresa - Aye

Clare - Aye David - Aye

Minutes approved.

Clare nominated Laurie for Chair; Teresa seconded. Roll call vote:

Laurie - Aye Shara - Not Present leresa - Aye
Clare - Aye David - Aye

Motion approved.

Laurie nominated David as Vice-Chair; Clare seconded. Roll call vote:

Laurie - Aye Shara - Not Present Teresa - Aye
Clare - Aye David - Aye

Motion approved.

Zoning Administrator reported he issued an accessory structure permit and that Grand River
Events is a new business in the former Better n Bulk building.

Laurie had nothing to report from speaking with a local medical marijuana dispensary owner.
Trustee Kusar reported that County Prosecutor requested Township’s current medical marijuana
zoning regulations; this was in response to Fiscal Officer’s submission regarding how current
township regulations on medical marijuana dispensaries are affected by recent state regulations
on recreational marijuana dispensaries. Trustee Kusar further explained that any legal questions
encountered by Commission can be submitted through Fiscal Officer to County Prosecutor for
legal advice. Secretary and Zoning Administrator met today to prepare materials for Fiscal
Officer’s response.



Commission and Zoning Administrator discussed and edited “Solar Panels within Residential
Areas” draft.

Commission discussed and edited “Zoning for a multipurpose business” draft in response to a
letter from Township Trustees dated 8/19/24 requesting Commission “to research and propose
regulations” regarding strip plaza in the AC District.

Those present discussed Township Trustees’ forwarded 11/20/24 letter from Randall Barnes,
Director of Environmental Health, Ashtabula County Health Department re: Frontage and
Acreage Changes and Requirements. Members clarified their opinions and knowledge of flag
lots, as well as the precedent of variances on this matter. Commission agreed no further
discussion or changes needed and that it recommends to maintain the 250-feet frontage and
2-acre minimum with variances considered.

Secretary stated she met with Zoning Administrator and he will file the recent amendment at the
recorder’s office. Secretary also met with or emailed with members to approve typographical
corrections to past amendments in the text and hopes to send out the remainder before next
month’s meeting.

Laurie motioned to adjourn; Teresa seconded. Roll call vote:

Laurie - Aye Shara - Not Present Teresa - Aye
Clare - Aye David - Aye

Meeting adjourned at 8:05pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Sarah Frank

Sarah Frank, Secretary
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