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Austinburg Township, Ohio
Zoning Commission

Regular Meeting
January 3, 2018

The Regular Meeting of the Zoning Commission was called to order on January 3, 2018 at 7:08
PM by the Vice-Chair, Ms. Jackie Krysa. Also present were Ms. Wanda Lahnan and Mr. Phil
Miller.. Mr. Lapuh was not present because of his work schedule. No Austinburg Township
Trustees were present. Also present were Zoning Inspector John Beninato and Zoning Secretary
Helen Yarbrough.

Ms. Krysa pointed out that the Minutes of the previous meeting, December 6, 2017, did not
mention that Mr. Seifert was retiring and the December meeting was his last as a Zoning
Commission member. Ms. Krysa made a MOTION to add the mention of Mr. Seifert’s
resignation to those Minutes before approval. Ms. Lahnan seconded the MOTION. All voted
aye, none were opposed, and the MOTION carried. The Minutes will be changed before
approval.

Discussion began on the progress made towards finalizing the proposed changes to the Zoning
text. While last October’s meeting Minutes and Appendixes include the items ready at that
point, some changes to the subject of Fair Housing are still unfinished, particularly the definition
of a family. Ms. Lahnan has researched the legal definitions of a family for Fair Housing.
Presently our Zoning text definition of Family reads as follows:

FAMILY: A person living alone, or two (2) or more persons living together as a single
housekeeping unit in a dwelling unit, as distinguished from a group occupying a rooming
house, motel or hotel, dormitory, fraternity or sorority house, provided, however, that
“family” shall not include more than four (4) persons unrelated to each other by blood,
marriage or legal adoption, except for Class I Type B group residential facilities.

Regarding that, it appears that we should change our present definition so it does not limit the
number; we will need to take out “provided, however, that ‘family’ shall not include more than
four (4) persons unrelated to each other by blood, marriage or legal adoption, except for Class I
Type B group residential facilities.” (Family 2-10).
The definition would then read like this:
FAMILY: A person living alone, or two (2) or more persons living together as a single
housekeeping unit in a dwelling unit, as distinguished from a group occupying a rooming
house, motel or hotel, dormitory, fraternity or sorority house.

We can then see if the Planning Committee will approve this change.

We might use the OAC definition of a Group Home which reads like this:
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A Group Home - a facility for social rehabilitation, substance abuse or mental health

problems that contains a group housing arrangement that provides custodial care but does
not provide medical care.

Ms. Krysa commented that the January meeting is when the annual election of officers should
take place. The members proceeded with election of officers at that time. After some
discussion, Ms. Krysa nominated Ms. Lahnan as Chair. Mr. Miller seconded the Nomination.
Upon request, Ms. Lahnan indicated she would accept the nomination. There were no other

nominations for the Chair. All voted aye, none were opposed, and the Nomination unanimously
carried. Ms. Lahnan is the Chair.

Mr. Miller nominated Mr. Lapuh as Vice-Chair. Ms. Krysa seconded that Nomination. There
were no other nominations. All voted aye, none were opposed, and the Nomination unanimously
carried. Mr. Lapuh is the Vice-Chair.

Some discussion followed on whether to modify or remove the text on satellite dishes, Article
1000.10 to 1000.15. Privately owned, residential dishes which are small, have not been
regulated, but possibly the larger, commercial should be; however, we could simply leave the
text as is. Some more research will be done into this subject.

Ms. Lahnan and Mr. Miller will not be present in February, but Ms. Krysa, Mr. Lapuh and Ms.
Polak will be enough to have a quorum. Once the items are approved, they can be sent to the
Planning Commission, and then a Hearing can be called. (See p.6-2 and 6-3, Articles 608 and
609.)

The Zoning Commission would like to have a hearing in February or March to complete the
process for the text changes, which may require a Special Meeting. The next Regular Meeting
will be February 7%,

Ms. Lahnan asked for other business, but none was brought up. She mentioned to the Members
that, since the upcoming Zoning workshop on January 24" is in our own county, at the Lodge, to
please encourage everyone who can to attend it, adding that it really is beneficial for all who can
attend.

Ms. Lahnan made a MOTION to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Miller seconded it. All voted aye;
none were opposed. The MOTION carried. The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 PM.

Thanks to Ms. Lahnan for providing refreshments last month for the Commission to honor Mr.
Seifert as he retired.

The next Regular Meeting will be Wednesday, February 7, 2018 at 7 PM.

Respectfully submitted,
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Helen H. Yarbrough
Zoning Secretary
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Austinburg Township, Ohio
Zoning Commission
Regular Meeting
February 7,2018

The Regular Meeting of the Zoning Commission was cancelled by the Chair, Ms. Wanda
Lahnan, due to bad weather and lack of availability of members to attend.

The next Regular Meeting will be Wednesday, March 7, 2018 at 7 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Helen H. Yarbrough
Zoning Secretary



